Gender gaps in cognitive and social-emotional skills in early primary grades: Evidence from rural Indonesia.
This paper examines the magnitude and source of gender gaps in cognitive and social-emotional skills in early primary grades in rural Indonesia. Relative to boys, girls score more than 0.17 S.D. higher in tests of language and mathematics (cognitive skills) and between 0.18 to 0.27 S.D. higher in measures of social competence and emotional maturity (social-emotional skills). We use Oaxaca-Blinder decomposition to investigate the extent to which gender differences in early schooling and parenting practices explain these gender gaps in skills. For cognitive skills, differences in early schooling between boys and girls explain between 9 and 11 percent of the gender gap whereas differences in parenting practices explain merely 3 to 5 percent of the gender gap. This decomposition result is driven largely by children living in villages with high quality preschools. In contrast, for social-emotional skills, differences in parenting styles towards boys and girls explain between 13 and 17 percent of the gender gap, while differences in early schooling explain only 0 to 6 percent of the gender gap.